
The World Dwarf Games 2017 Host Committee is pleased to announce that the president of the International Dwarf Athletic Federation (IDAF), Arthur Dean, along with members of the DSAUK (Dwarf Sports Association U.K.), Amy Andrews, former president of the Dwarf Athletic Association of America (DAAA) and past chair of World Dwarf Games 2013 held at Michigan State University, and Lucy Woika, current president of  DAAA, will be visiting         University of Guelph this Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14 to see the facilities that will be used to host the World Dwarf Games 2017 from August 5 to 12.  The visitors will tour U of G’s state of the art athletic facilities, as well as the accommodation and food venues.  Frank Cain, U of G’s assistant facility manager, will conduct the tour and Sherry Doiron, Regional Sport Tourism Manager will be on hand to acquaint them with the local area and dis-cuss tourism options for international visitors.  The host committee, chaired by Heather Anderson, a long time    active member of Little People of Ontario and parent of a son with achondroplasia dwarfism, has been so grateful for the ongoing support from the University and RSTO in coordinating the upcoming Games slated for next summer.  The University of Guelph was chosen by the International Dwarf Athletic Federation because of its wonderful          facilities and ideal location in Ontario.  The 7th World Dwarf Games 2017 will be the largest sporting event in the world held exclusively for athletes with dwarfism.  Canadian dwarf athletes have previously had to travel to the United States for DAAA’s annual sports competitions to access an event of this magnitude and are thrilled to be offered an opportunity to compete here at an international event with peers of similar stature.  Canada is sending Tess Routliffe, our first paralympian athlete with dwarfism, to the Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro in September where she will be competing in swimming.  Tess first took to the pool in 2010 to compete at the DAAA event in Nashville, at  age 11.  World Dwarf Games 2017 will allow more Canadian athletes to recognize their potential.    “These games are so much more than athletic competition.  They change lives, not just in sport.  Many dwarfs now pursue careers in sports related professions, teaching, training, coaching and more.  This helps create a wider understanding that people with dwarfism love sport and deserve a venue in which to be competitive.”    Arthur Dean, IDAF president  
We welcome any inquiries about this visit and the World Dwarf Games taking place in Guelph, August 5-12, 2017. 
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